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Love Notes
By Pastor Larry Love
I hope as you are preparing to celebrate Christmas that you remember there are twelve days of
Christmas…and that you don’t think Christmas begins on the Friday after Thanksgiving nor on
December 14th (the twelfth day before Christmas) but on December 25 th and continues for
twelve days through January 5th before we move into Epiphany on January 6th.
Having clarified that little bit of Christmas information, let’s tackle some other Christmas
traditions with a little Christmas quiz:
There are four gospels in the New Testament. Which two include stories of Jesus’ birth?
What time of year was Jesus born?
How did the very pregnant Mary get to Bethlehem?
What gifts did the shepherds bring?
What animals surrounded the baby in the manger?
How many wise men were there?
Where did the wise men find the family?
In 1846 Queen Victoria and Prince Albert popularized what Christmas decoration by
displaying it in Windsor Castle?
9. What real life fourth century Christian bishop is behind the Santa Claus tradition?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Answers:
1. Matthew and Luke. Luke tells the beloved story of the journey to Bethlehem, Mary
giving birth unsheltered and using a manger for Jesus’ bed, and angels appearing to
shepherds who then visit the newborn Jesus. Matthew tells the story of an angel
appearing in a dream to Joseph telling him to take Mary as his wife and the story of the
wise men coming to pay homage.
2. We do not know the date of Jesus’ birth. The Romans celebrated the winter solstice on
December 25th and the church took over that celebration in the fourth century as Jesus’
birthday. It’s a very appropriate date for us in the Northern Hemisphere because it’s the
darkest time of the year and Jesus is spoken of as a light that shines in the darkness. It
reminds us that God has a habit of breaking in at the darkest of times.
3. Mary probably walked. There’s no mention of a donkey.
4. There’s no mention of shepherd gifts…not even a song from a little drummer boy.
5. No animals are mentioned in Luke.
6. We do not know. The tradition of three comes from the mention of three gifts: gold,
frankincense and myrrh.
7. In a house. (Matthew 2:11)
8. The Christmas Tree. In ancient times evergreen boughs were hung in homes during the
winter solstice to express hope that spring would come soon and once again green shoots
would burst forth. Christians used greenery to symbolize new (and everlasting) life in
Christ.
9. Saint Nicholas. He was known for giving anonymous gifts to the poor. Simply change
Saint to Santa and shorten Nicholas to Claus and you have Santa Claus.
I love Christmas with its traditions—Santa Claus, lights, trees, wreaths, caroling, pageants…and
presents.
Even more, I love the underlying story and the message it declares. In Isaiah 64:1 the prophet
cries out to God, “Oh that you would tear open the heavens and come down….” It’s a plea for
help, a prayer that God would come and set things right.
We Christians believe that God did just that, tore open and heavens and came down to set things
right, in the birth and life of Jesus of Nazareth.
One biblical writer put it like this, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God
and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:1, 14, 16)
In the baby of Bethlehem, the message of God, the message God had been trying to
communicate in different ways for thousands of years, the message that God really, really loves
us and wants us to thrive, that message became flesh, embodied in a flesh and blood human
being.
In Jesus of Nazareth, we see the will of God most clearly revealed. We receive precious gifts
like love, peace, hope, forgiveness, newness of life. More than that, we see what God is like
because the one born is the very image of the invisible God. No wonder we celebrate so

heartily for twelve days…and more. Praise be to the living God who tears open the heavens
and comes down.
Merry Christmas from me, Pastor Larry, and from the whole of the church staff: Greg
Hayakawa, Jay Surdell and Sarah Danielson

Christmas Eve Service
Given the COVID-19 times in which we live, the Christmas Eve Service will be done
differently this year. The elders have filmed the various parts of the Christmas Eve service, and
then recorded the children and youth of the church doing a Christmas pageant. And now, a
friend of Melissa Paulucci is editing it all into a video that will be available for our church
members and friends to view on Christmas Eve.
Jeanelyse Doran and Pastor Larry are also working on plans to do a Zoom showing of this
Christmas Eve service and pageant at 11 p.m. on Christmas Eve. It will give us a chance to
share in this service together over Zoom and to be able to greet each other on Christmas Eve.
Jeanelyse will send out the Zoom link to the whole church when the video is finished and all of
the details are ironed out.

A Men’s Bible Study is Starting Up
January 20, 2021!
The Office of Disciples Men has released its second set of study materials for congregational
ministry with men—“The Jesus Way – The Bible.” The Jesus Way is a 24-week study by the
Men’s Ministry for the Disciples of Christ that introduces the underlying principles of living life
modeled after Jesus. By the title, you can see that this resource focuses on the Bible, how it
came to be, what it consists of, how to study it, and ways to apply its teaching and wisdom to
your life, the Jesus way! This resource is divided into five units of five sessions each:
The Bible – What Is It?
The Bible – 1st Testament
The Bible – 2nd Testament
The Bible – The Letter to the Philippians
The Bible – The Psalms
The section on the 2nd Testament focuses on the Gospels. The section on The Letter to
Philippians uses this letter as a template for studying the letters of Paul. The section on The
Psalms introduces us to the beauty and power of some of the most beloved passages of the
Bible.
This study is designed to help men engage the Bible as the tool of faith it was created to be.
It takes away the mystique that sometimes hinders the Bible’s approachability and opens up the
this vast, vital and essential resource for men seeking to live life the Jesus way.
This new study will begin Wednesday, January 20th, at 1 p.m.
If you are interested in this study or would like more information,
please contact: Steven Wong (530) 718-9750 or email at Dalocalboy@kittymail.com
or Pastor Larry Love: (530) 662-9356 or pastorlarrywcc@sbcgloblal.net

Please Wear a Mask
Again, friends, please, please wear a mask. It’s a basic act of Christian love…that very well
could save the life of an older person or a younger person who has diabetes or a compromised
immune system. This virus, if you contract it, may not affect you very much, but there are other
people whom it might kill if they contract the virus from you. And remember, people are
contagious even before they know they have the virus…and some people who have the virus
never have any symptoms, but they can pass the virus on to people who could get very sick or
even die. The latest estimates are that if 95% of us wear masks over the next three months, it
could save 66,000 lives…and I’ve no doubt those 66,000 would be grateful. Wear a mask,
social distance, wash your hands often. These are acts of Christian love and courtesy.

Monday Mornings in the Courtyard
A group of women meet 9:30 a.m. each Monday in the church courtyard to visit. They bring
masks and social distance. You are welcome to join them for some in-person time together.

“My First Christmas in Heaven”
by David Langerfeld
(Roy Holmes sent us this poem)
I see countless Christmas trees around the world aglow
With tiny lights, like Heaven’s stars reflecting in the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away the tear.
For I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,
But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.
I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring.
For it is beyond description to hear the angels sing.
I know how much you miss me; I see the pain inside your heart;
But I am not so far away, we really aren’t apart.
So be happy for me, dear ones, you know I hold you dear
And be glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
I sent you each a special gift, from my heavenly home above,
I sent you each a memory of my undying love.
After all, love is a precious gift, more precious than pure gold;
It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.
Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do.
For I can’t count the blessings or love he has for each of you.
So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away the tear;
Remember I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

Financial Report
November 2020
Financial Statement
Income
Expenses
Net Income/Loss

$ 14,278.00
$ 11,999.91
$ 2,278.09

Year to Date
Income
Expenses
Net Income/Loss

$ 160,480.54
$ 153,780.39
$ 6,700.15

December 2020 (as of 12/15/2020)
Financial Statement
Income
Expenses
Net Income/Loss

$
300.00
$ 6,253.51
$ -5,953.51

Year to Date
Income
Expenses
Net Income/Loss

$ 160,780.54
$ 160,107.40
$ 382.74

(Please note that December’s Payroll expenses have not yet been posted to the December’s
expenses and none of December’s collections have been recorded.)

Recent Thank You Notes
From Disciples Seminary Foundation:
Dear Woodland Christian Church,
We pray that God continues to shine God’s light in every step you take in 2020. We are so
grateful for your support! Thank you for your donation of $300 received on November 30,
2020 and designated toward the Annual Fund at Disciples Seminary Foundation.
Your donation has a greater impact than we can measure. Not only does your donation support
the work of DSF by providing our students with mentorship, pastoral care, and tuition-based
scholarships, but your donation also blesses the people who are part of their ministries.
Thank you again for your generous contribution that makes a great positive influence in the
lives of students.
Much heart,
Belva Brown Taylor, Interim President
From Nancy Brink, Director of Church Relations at Chapman University in response to a
$300 gift from our church for scholarships for Disciples of Christ students at Chapman:
Dear Woodland folks and honorary Chapman alumni—
I was so touched by your congregation’s gift to the Disciples students at Chapman. We are
working hard to maintain connection and support through Zoom, phone, and distanced one-onone meetings with students. Today I lift you all in prayer as we pray for an end to this
pandemic’s wrath.
Gratefully,
Nancy Brink

Pastor Larry Vacation Times
Pastor Larry Love will be taking his last two weeks of vacation for 2020 after Christmas—
December 28th through January 13th.

Sermon and Worship Info
December 20, 2020
Message: “In It for the Long Haul”
Sermon Text: Luke 1:26-38
Scripture Text: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;
Romans 16:25-27
December 27, 2020
Message: “The Wisdom of Questions”
Sermon Text: Luke 2:41-52
Scripture Text: Luke 2:22-40
January 3, 2021—Jeanelyse Doran preaching
January 10, 2021—Guest preacher

January 17, 2021
Message: “God’s Word Matters”
Sermon Text: 1 Samuel 3:10-21
Scripture Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
January 24, 2021
Message: “Jesus Matters Most”
Sermon Text: Mark 1:14-20
Scripture Text: John1:43-51
January 31, 2021
Message: “Teaching that Heals”
Sermon Text: Mark 1:21-28
Scripture Text: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
.
Thank you, thank you, to Sue Tarleton for
organizing a food drive for our church to
benefit the Woodland Food Closet which has
been housed in our church for some forty or
fifty years. Over 1,600 pounds of food was
collected. Thank you, Sue, and thank you to all
of your helpers…listed elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Round About Us
Melissa Paulucci and Katie Wilmot have
come up with a very creative and safe way to
do our Christmas Eve service this year. They
have pre-recorded the elders and pastor leading
parts of the service, recorded the children and
youth of the church enacting, with live animals,
the Christmas story, are adding in Christmas
Carols, and having a friend edit it all into a
service that will be emailed to us all to view on
Christmas Eve. Thank you, thank you, for your
creativity, your ability to see a new way of
doing things in a difficult time. We look
forward to the service.

Jeanelyse Doran led our 166th annual
congregational meeting on December 6th. We
are grateful for Katelyn Reimer (Program
Ministry Chair), Melissa Paulucci and Katie
Wilmot (Elder Co-chairs) and Beja Springer
(Board Secretary) who have completed their
terms of service on the board. We are also
grateful to these who have concluded their
terms
of
leadership—Lon
Springer
(Finance/Stewardship),
Doyle
Tuman
(Property), Nancy Love (Worship), and Gloria
Dewey (Membership). John Chase, Katie
Wilmot, and Melissa Paulucci completed
three-year terms as elders. Thank you one and
all!

Sarah Tarleton invited us to participate with
her in donating blankets for HomeAid, a nonprofit in Sacramento that supports homeless
families. Sarah collected 65 blankets, more
than forty of them from our church. Thank
you, also, to Ann Edwards, who stepped in
and ordered blankets for a bunch of us… which
we donated in memory of loved ones. We are
grateful to each one who donated. Sarah wrote
this in a Facebook post, “We collected 65
blankets from family, friends, co-workers of
mine and a majority that came from the
generous folks at the Woodland Christian
Church! Blessings to All, Sarah.

Alice Schoner and her daughter, Linda, spent
three weeks around Thanksgiving in Seattle
with her other daughter, Paula, and her family.

Lea Hull sent us this note dated December 4th,
"Dear Church Family--Thanks to each of you
for your prayers, cards and flowers. I'm feeling
much better and tested negative for COVID19. I'm grateful to be part of such a loving
congregation. Sincerely, Lea Hull.” We praise
God for Lea's recovery from COVID-19!!!

Larry Love’s aunt, Elaine Morrison, was
hospitalized in Boise, Idaho with COVID-19
and pneumonia.
She is doing much
better…and is expected to be released soon.

Our Advent Candle lighting ceremonies so far
have been done by Kris, Megan, Maddie,
Clara and Lydia Shull (November 29th),
Heather Craig (December 6th), Roy Holmes,
Marjorie Brown, Saige and Ivy Morgan
(December 13th). Thanks to each of these and
Sue Tarleton and Nancy Love for setting
these up. Gloria Dewey is scheduled for
December 20th.
Beja Springer is the treasurer for the PTA at
Dingle School…and has also taken the
leadership of a PTA program to increase
Dingle's academic achievement. Thank you for
what you are doing for our children and
families in this community.
When Larry and Nancy Love drove through the
“Christmas Parade” at Woodland Christian
School on December 6th, they saw Presley
Phillips, A. J. Felix, and A. J.’s grandmother,
Candy Campos participating in welcoming the
guests driving through the event.

Our gratitude for P. J. Gordon for his quick
response when another church window was
broken by burglars breaking in and stealing
food from the Food Closet.
Prayers for Doyle and Linda Tuman as Doyle
has tested positive for COVID-19 and Linda
has COVID-19 symptoms.
Diana Fallbeck’s son-in-law, Lucas Eggers
has tested positive for COVID-19. Prayers too
for Diana’s daughter, Jenny, and their girls.

Tiffani Jahn’s brother, Todd Mackey, and his
son, Connor, are recovering from COVID-19.
Our sympathy to Dale, Esther, and Robyn
Stiles at the death of Dale’s sister, Nancy
Shaw.
If you have items you would like to include in
Round About Us, please contact Larry Love at
662-9356 or via email at
pastorlarrywcc@sbcglobal.net.
“Every form of fundamentalist intolerance
damages relationships between individuals,
groups, and peoples. Let us be committed
to living and teaching the value of respect, a
love capable of welcoming differences, and
the priority of the dignity of every human
being.”
Pope Francis
10/20/2020

Diana Fallbeck has welcomed two new
Chihuahuas into her home.
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Advent Blanket Drive

Woodland Community

Every year, members of the congregation
usually give poinsettia plants in honor or in
memory of loved ones. This year since we are
not gathering in the church, we have instead
had an Advent Blanket Drive. Here are the
names of those who gave this year and those
who have been remembered.

Give Back

From:
Richard & Nancy West
Dale & Esther Stiles
Larry & Nancy Love
Larry & Nancy Love
Alice Schoner
Lon Springer
Janese Jenkins
Doyle & Linda Tuman
Bill & Jan Powell
Delane & Ann
Edwards
Alice West
Diana Fallbeck
Cassandra Galley
Becky Holland
Neal & Susie Hardman
Neal & Susie Hardman
Sue Tarleton
Sue Tarleton
Heather Craig
Joyce Henning
Pam Prater
Carol Hall
Swanson
Cecily Raine Kempton
(daughter of Patty and
Charlie Clark)

In Honor/Memory of:
Loved Ones
Stiles Family
Elmo & Irene love
Ellis & Gloria Martin
Loved Ones
Brenda Keel Springer
Erma Watt
Loved Ones
Powell Family
Forever Family
Loved Ones
In Honor of Julie
Nana & Grandpa
David Graag
Grandparents
Hardman & Downing
Becky Robinson
Peggy Phelps
Angus & Shirley
Craig
Aunt Ila
Loved Ones
Shanna Baggaley
Loved Ones
Sarah Joy Fields

Food Drive
was a Success!
Church and community members
donated 1635 pounds of food and
300.00 in cash!
Whoopee!
Special THANK YOU to these helpers:
Karen Webber, Sharon Armus, Becky
Gordon, Chris Mancilla, Diane Fallbeck,
Marjorie Brown, Cathi Wicks, Jenese
Jenkins, Barb Patterson, Isaiah Patterson
and Sean and Gordon
WHAT A GREAT TEAM!
This food will help those in need during
this difficult time.

Advent Candle Lighting was done a bit
differently this year since we were not
all together in worship.
THANK YOU
to the
Shull Family (HOPE candle),
Heather Craig (PEACE candle),
Roy Holmes, Marjorie Brown,
Sage Morgan (JOY candle)
and Gloria Dewey (LOVE candle).
Candles were lit in homes and then
placed in the church Advent wreath.
We have learned to keep traditions!

Dear Church Family,
I wanted to share some joyful news...Rachel has graduated from UC Davis as of
12/18/2020! Your positive thoughts and prayers are appreciated as she begins to
search for a position in her field of Wildlife, Fisheries and Biology. I appreciate
each of you who have been a part of h er life over the years. Thank you!
Proud Mom,
Cheryl

16
20
21

December Birthdays
1
3
5
6
7
9
10

12
13
14
18
19
23
25
27
29
30

Francis Hernandez
Ramon Sosa
Ricardo Rico
Adam Gordon
Jack Gordon
Kristina Reimer
Sarah Danielson
Chris Jorgensen
Jeremy Gordon
Heather Craig
Nancy West
Jenny Zeiger
Joey Christison
Mica Burch
Greg Edwards
Patty Burch
Katie Hardman
Shirley Wilson
Grace Reimer
Redmond Kyle Blaschek-Miller
Bob Adams
Kuks Tsujimoto
Raul Rangel Jr.
Jeanelyse Doran Adams
Jeremiah Braziel
Derek Williams

January Birthdays
1
5
6
7

10
11
13

14

15

Delane Edwards
Greg Hayakawa
Zack Aukes
Del Zeiger
Ryan Williams
Alys Henderson
Barbra Sosa
Bianca Rico
Jerrod Sheets
Sue Holland
Sharon Armus
Karen Webber
Lea Hull
Anne Darby
Beth Anne Darby
Kathy Aukes
Shane Holland
Ryan Holland
Alexa Love

22
23
25
26
27
29
30
31

Gabriel Crawford
Eleanore Garnett
Alhondra Rico
Cindy Walker
Jaime Gordon
Doyle Tuman
Marjorie Brown
Mike Crawford
Jillian Sheets
Bob Shull
Jerimiah Braziel
Jacquelyn Armus
Deanna Hinkle

December Anniversaries
3
5
26
30

Pete & Kathy Cholewinski
Chuck & Amanda Lopez
Michael & Jennifer Abele
Eldon & Eleanor Matal
Dale & Esther Stiles

January Anniversaries
8
29
30

Richard & Nancy West
Jim & Karen Webber
Raul & Katy Rangel

Worship Leader Schedule
December 20th
December 27th
January 3rd
January 10th
January 17th
January 24th
January 31st

Nancy Love
Sue Tarelton
John Chase
Janese Jenkins
Sue Tarleton
Nancy Love
Gloria Dewey

Children’s Moment Schedule
December 20th
December 27th
January 3rd
January 10th
January 17th
January 24th
January 31st

Nancy Love
Jeanelyse Doran
Gloria Dewey
Marjorie Brown
Cathie Wicks
Nancy Love
Larry Love

Prayer Concerns this Week
Prayers as the COVID-19 pandemic surges
nation-wide…including Yolo County (158
cases on November 18th and 114 new cases on
25th). Doctors nurses and other hospital
workers…and all essential workers. The
unemployed…and struggling businesses.
People in danger of losing their housing.
Doyle and Linda Tuman as Doyle has tested
positive for COVID-19 and Linda has COVID19 symptoms.
Heather Craig’s friend, Iris Deznan, dealing
with complications related to a knee surgery.
Prayers for Tiffani Jahn’s brother, Todd
Mackey, and his son, Connor, recovering from
COVID-19.
Mark Dunn, Megan Shull’s uncle
hospitalized with COVID-19
We rejoice that Lea Hull is recovering from
COVID-19 and has now tested negative.
Dale, Esther, Robyn Stiles at the death of
Dale’s sister, Nancy Shaw.
Tiffani Jahn and family at the death of
Tiffani’s mother, Marcy.
Beth Erickson’s mother, Dorothy, enduring
added restrictions at her senior housing facility
in North Bend, Oregon.
Leigh Dieckmann dealing with new health
concerns.
Prayers for Jim and Mary Johnson as Jim is
dealing with tongue cancer. Jim is the cousin
of Susie Hardman’s brother-in-law.
Polly Swilley, Linda Tuman’s cousin who
recently had her arm and shoulder removed.
Bill and Jan Powell’s friends, Eric and Sean,
both dealing with cancer.
Prayers for the healing of our country in this
difficult post-election time.
Our county’s convalescent hospitals as they
deal with COVID-19 outbreaks.
Students and teachers, parents and grandparents
dealing with online school.
Our country’s ongoing struggle with racism.

Ongoing prayers for: the Parker family,
Shull family, Jeanelyse Doran, Joyce
Henning, Roy Holmes, Deanna Hinkle, Leigh
Dieckmann, Shirley Wilson, Donald Dunn,
Ana Mangandi, Katharine (Patty Overfield’s
mother), Edith (Pam Prater’s mother), Becky
Holland, Flo Tinsley, Jenny Bietel
Let’s remember to pray and ask God’s blessings
on our members and friends.

December 22
Sarah & Larry Danielson
Anne & Don Darby
Gordon Davis
Pam DeAnda
Gloria Dewy
Leigh Diekman
December 29
Jeanelyse Doran
Ann & Delane Edwards
Linda Greb & Neil Elder
Beth Erickson
Joy Fabiano
Robin & Lance Faille
January 12
Diana Fallbeck
Diane & Brian Frank
Charlene Wacenske & Andy Freeman
Teresa Freeman
Wanda Freeman
Connie & Al Froehlich
January 19
Cassandra Galley
Eleanore Garnett
Becky & Doug Gordon
Jaime & P.J. Gordon
Jean Gormley
Loretta Gossett
January 28
Cheryl Grant
Michael Hagerty
Carol Hall
Marjorie Hansen
Linda &Chris Hardman
Susie & Neal Hardman
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