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Love Notes 
By Pastor Larry Love 

November 27th was the first Sunday of the church year…and, as we do at the beginning of any 

new year, we have a whimsical hope that this new year will be better than the last.   

Last Sunday was also the beginning of Advent…a Sunday our church traditionally focuses on 

hope, the anticipation of God acting in new, life-giving ways in our world.   

So, here’s the question, how are you doing with the hope thing?  I have to admit hope is a bit of 

a challenge for me right now.  You don’t have to look further than the news reports over the last 

couple of weeks to have your hope challenged: mass killings in Moscow, Idaho, Colorado Springs (a 

heinous hate crime perpetrated against the LGBTQ community), Virginia (a Walmart…and university 

football players). 

And then there’s the war in Ukraine with so much suffering, abuse of women in Iran, prejudice 

toward Jews, Asians, blacks, immigrants, and so many more. 

There’s also unsettling issues in our personal lives—grief, illness, depression, financial stress. 

It’s a challenging time for hope.  And yet the church dares to begin the new church year with a 

“hope” Sunday.  More than that, the Bible continues to inundate us with passages of hope. 

Isaiah 2:1-5 is one of those.  It pictures all the world’s peoples streaming toward God begging 

God to teach us God’s ways.  Isaiah promises a time when God will get the world beyond hate, 

beyond prejudice, beyond violence, a time when God will have us all walking in God’s ways of 

grace, welcome, inclusion, community and love.   
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Isaiah says we will get there because God will step in between persons and peoples who are at 

odds and bring peoples and nations to a fair, equitable, and life-giving settlement of their differences.   

And because God is justly settling issues, the peoples beat their swords and spears into farm 

implements, or artwork, because there’s no need for weapons of war when God’s way is lived and 

God fairly settles disputes. 

 Don’t we long for that?  Don’t we long for a time when all people embrace God’s way and 

become so adept at loving one another and forgiving one another, so adept at repairing broken 

relations that all this hurting and destroying ceases and we no longer have to grieve the violence of 

war or mass killings or estrangement from family and friends. 

 But we know we’re not there yet.  Though Isaiah spoke of this vision some 2,700 years ago, 

we’re not there yet.   

 Still, we don’t give up.  This is God’s dream and God’s dream does not fade like a mist in the 

morning.  God’s dream persists and captures the imagination and grows unseen like seeds hidden in 

the ground, seeds that do eventually bear fruit.  God’s dreams are never ultimately thwarted.   

 Even though Isaiah doesn’t yet see the vision taking shape, he urges all of us, “Come, let us 

walk in the light of the Lord!”   

 You see, Isaiah knows that if the little, obscure nation of Israel starts living the life-giving, 

compassionate ways of God, if it starts living in the light of God, it will change the world.  There will 

be this groundswell that moves all through Jerusalem and Judah and then beyond out into the world, 

and eventually Assyria and Babylon, Persia and Egypt, the Greek city states and India and the lands 

beyond will be different.   

 Someone somewhere just needs to start learning the ways of God and then living those ways.  

It will change the world.  When someone, and especially a whole group of someones, start living in 

the light of God it will start something that cannot be stopped. 

 Yes, it’s a challenging time for hope, but the God who said through Jeremiah, “I know the 

plans I have for you, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope,” that 

God yet exists. 

 We are called to hope, but not to a sit and wait kind of hope expecting something better will 

just magically appear.  We are called to walk in the light of God, in the light of God’s love.  We are 

called to put feet and hands and mouths to our hope.  To act upon our hope…and as we act on hope, 

the world of Isaiah’s vision, God’s vision, will slowly take shape, the world will heal.   

 And as we act on our hope, our own hope, shaky as it sometimes is, will grow bringing even 

more light into our own lives. 

Peace and grace to you all, 

Larry Love, Pastor  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
One of our favorite and most beautiful services of the year is the Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service at 11 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  This year we will be joined by Live on Purpose Community 

Church for this service.  Please join us for this time of singing Christmas Carols, reading the 

stories of Jesus’ birth, lighting the Christ candle, being blessed by many persons musical talents, 

and passing the light reminding us that Jesus is the light of the world…and that by his grace we 

carry his light into the world God loves.  Come join us as we celebrate this greatest of all God’s 

precious gifts to us God’s beloved children. 



Greg Hayakawa Retirement Celebration 

(Potluck after worship on December 18th) 
Greg Hayakawa, our Administrative Assistant, Bookkeeper and Choir Director is retiring 

December 22, 2022.  We will miss this fine and gracious man and his good work as part of our 

church staff.  So, to express our appreciation, we will gather in Parker Hall after worship on 

December 18th for lunch together to honor Greg.  We will be doing a potluck…and just in case 

you don’t know what to bring, Greg shared with us some of his favorite foods—beef stroganoff, 

cheese enchiladas, and pasta.  Please join us in expressing our appreciation for Greg. 

New Church Staff 
We rejoice that all three of our vacant staff positions have been filled!  Though one of them is 

temporarily filled while we look for a permanent replacement.  Here are our new staff members: 

• Niomi Michel is our new administrative assistant.  Niomi has worked for Fourth and Hope, 

Empower Yolo, and the Woodland Joint Unified School District.  Even as she works for us 

20 hours per week, she will also continue a job as an In Home Supportive Services (IHSS) 

worker for an individual here in Woodland.  Niomi comes highly recommended by all of 

her references including people she worked with at Fourth and Hope, Empower Yolo…and 

from a member of the Woodland Opportunity Village board who worked with her on the 

Yolo County Committee on homelessness called HPAC. 

• Nancy Van Tassel is our new bookkeeper.  Nancy is recently retired as the head of the 

Accounts Payable Department at UC Davis…where she has worked for a very long time.  

She also had her own cleaning business for a time.  She is also the sister of Cheryl 

Grant…and aunt of Rachel, Mallory and Megan Bentz…and, of course, comes highly 

recommended by all of them…as well as her other references. 

• The person who will take over the choir director position (temporarily while we continue a 

search) needs no introduction to this church.  Jay Surdell has been our pianist/organist for 

some nine years.  Jay will direct the choir until we find another qualified person.  And while 

he directs the choir, his wife, Pam Prater, who is well known to many of us will accompany 

the choir.   

We are blessed to have all four of these persons on our church staff…as we have been blessed to 

have Greg Hayakawa for these past seven years. 

 

Special thanks to all the people who worked with the personnel committee to prepare job 

descriptions and job announcements, to get the word out about these job openings, to arrange and 

do the interviews, to develop contracts and begin orientation and training—Cheryl Grant, 

Jeanelyse Doran, Cathie Wicks, Sue Tarleton, P. J. Gordon, and Pastor Larry. 

Pastor Larry Vacation 
Pastor Larry will take his last two weeks of vacation December 26th through January 8th. 

 



Special Speaker for January 8, 2023 
 

Colby Martin, a pastor from San Diego…and a friend of Pastor Erin Edwards, will be our speaker 

at our 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 8, 2023.  Pastor Colby is the author of a 

book entitled UNClobber published by Westminster Press.  In the book, Colby tackles some of the 

passages frequently used to exclude LGBTQ+ persons from the life of the church.  After speaking 

during worship, Colby will join us for a time of fellowship and discussion. 

Here is what one review of the book says, “Armed with only six passages in the Bible--often 

known as the Clobber Passages--the conservative Christian position has been one that stands 

against the full inclusion of our LGBTQ siblings. UnClobber reexamines each of those frequently 

quoted passages of Scripture, alternating with author Colby Martin's own story of being fired from 

an evangelical megachurch when they discovered his stance on sexuality.  UnClobber reexamines 

what the Bible says (and does not say) about homosexuality in such a way that sheds divine light 

on outdated and inaccurate assumptions and interpretations.” 

Rob Bell (author of the bestselling book, Love Wins) says of Colby Martin’s book, “Funny, smart, 

and brilliantly paced! Colby has written that book.  In his fresh and accessible way, Colby shows 

what the Bible actually says—clearing up all sorts of confusion along the way.”  

Speaker and author, Brian McLaren writes, “Colby Martin’s highly readable and deeply engaging 

new book offers…a different way of aligning head and heart through a fresh look at Scripture. 

Written with a theologian’s intelligence and a pastor’s sensitivity, this book is the resource 

thousands have been waiting for.” 

Please join us for this special Sunday.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Erin or Pastor 

Larry. 

                

 

"After Pastor Colby speaks in worship, we will have a Question and Answer 

time during fellowship time in Parker Hall.  If you have questions you 

would like to ask him, please write them down and hand them to Pastor Erin 

or Pastor Larry, so Pastor Colby can have an idea in advance of the kinds of 

things you would like to know." 



Sermon and  Worship Info 
 

December 18, 2022   (Pastor Larry preaching  

Message:  The Long and Loving Birth of 

Jesus” 

Sermon Text:   1:18-25 

Scripture Text:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 

December 25, 2022 (Pastor Larry preaching) 

Message:  “The Grace of God Appearing” 

Sermon Text:   Luke 2:1-20 

Scripture Text:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

January 1, 2023 (Pastor Erin preaching) 

 

January 8, 2023—Colby Martin will be our 

guest speaker) 

January 15, 2023—(Pastor Larry Love 

preaching) 
Message:  “The Light Is Not Just for Us” 

Sermon Text: Isaiah 49:1-7 

Scripture Text: John 1:29-42 

 

January 22, 2023 (Pastor Larry preaching) 

Message: “On Being Light” 

Sermon Text: Matthew 4:12-25 

Scripture Text: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 

January 29, 2023—(Pastor Larry Love 

preaching) 

Message: “On Being Light II” 

Sermon Text: Micah 6:1-8 

Scripture Text: Matthew 5:1-12, 14-16 

 

Financial Report 
November 2022

November 
Income $  14,842.54 

Expenses $  16,818.33 

Net Income/Loss $    -1,975.79 

 

Year to Date 
Income    $  175,185.71 

Expenses $  175,978.61 

Net Income/Loss  $     - 792.90 

Offertory Collection – November 
     11/6             --    $  2,794.00                

   11/13           --    $  4,333.00        

   11/20           --    $  7,157.54                        

       11/27           --    $ 2,562.00                                       

                       

   Givelify       --    $     483.68                    

         Total            --    $17,330.22 

 

 

 

     YTD     -----   $ 154,024.56  (Contributions) 

 

     Budget  -----   $ 159,125.10 (Through Nov.) 

 

 Under-Budget--  $    -5,207.18 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Pastoral Leadership in 2023 
(by Pastor Larry Love) 

 

There will be some changes in pastoral leadership beginning January 1, 2023.  In January, I will 

begin taking my pension from the Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

One of the requirements the Pension Fund has is that when a pastor begins taking their pension 

they cannot work more than half time…so I will be half-time beginning January 1st.  (This was 

part of the plan approved by the Resources Committee and the Church Board in their July 2022 

meetings.) 

 

The Resources Committee and Church Board have also extended the contract minister position 

for Pastor Erin Edwards through March of 2023 with the option to extend it even further.  

Pastor Erin will work 20 hours per week (up from the 15 hours she has been working)…which 

means that between the two of us the church will have full-time pastoral leadership. 

 

Please know that even though Pastor Erin and I are half-time, we are available to support you 

with pastoral care whenever you need it.  If there is a hospitalization or some other kind of 

emergency in your life or family, please know that you can call either of us…and one of us will 

be there with you and for you, or if we are both unavailable for some reason, we will make sure 

to connect you with the pastoral care you need…just as we have done in the past. 

 

Pastor Erin and I will share preaching and worship planning/leading as we have for the past 

three and a half months. 

 

I will maintain regular office hours probably three days per week during the regular office hours 

of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  I will also be available for pastoral visits…and for the various church 

meetings…and will be in worship most Sundays (even when I am not preaching) except for 

those times when I am normally away like at camp or on vacation. 

 

I know changes like this are unsettling, but I also know that unsettling times are not unusual for 

God’s people.  Most of biblical history and church history were unsettling times…and some of 

the most positive steps for the people of God, the church of Christ, have come in the midst of 

unsettling times.  The God who carried ancient Israel…and the ancient church…still walks with 

the modern people of God…and that includes us who are the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) of Woodland.  I still believe the words of God through the prophet Jeremiah are true, 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, plans for your welfare (your shalom) and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.”  That is our future here in this church—a future with 

hope.  Peace and grace, hope, joy and love to all of you! 

 
 



Clouding the Deed 
 

One of the things many churches have done to protect their property and to ensure that their 

church remains a Disciples of Christ congregation is to initiate a process called “Clouding the 

Deed.”  The process includes deeding our property to the Christian Church of Northern 

California-Nevada, having the region’s executive committee insert a “reversionary clause” in 

the deed, and then deeding the property back to us the Christian Church of Woodland.  The 

reversionary clause says something to the effect, “Should the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) of Woodland cease to be a congregation affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), the property will revert to the Christian Church of Northern California-Nevada.” 

This means that if another group tried to come in and take over our church (by basically 

outnumbering us) and tried to make the church something other than a Disciples of Christ 

congregation, the property would revert to the Christian Church of Northern California-Nevada, 

and the regional church would then return the property to the possession of the original 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) group here in Woodland, i.e., us.  

 

This does not in any way diminish our ownership of the church property or our right to self-

governance as a congregation.  It simply means our congregation is protected from some sort of 

a takeover.  We also retain the right to choose what is done with this property as long as we 

remain part of the Disciples of Christ…which has been a 168-year commitment of this church. 

 

Several Disciples of Christ congregations’ properties have been lost to the Disciples of Christ 

because they did not take this step of “clouding the deed,”  including Fairview Community 

Church, First Christian Church in Red Bluff, First Christian Church in Visalia, Maze Boulevard 

Christian Church in Modesto to name a few.  First Christian Church in Corning preserved their 

property because they had a clouded deed when a larger group expressed interest in merging 

with them. 

 

Our church has considered taking this step three or four times over the last twenty years, but 

never proceeded.  Former board chairs, Neal Hardman, Bill Powell, Marjorie Brown, and 

Cathie Wicks expressed their conviction that this is the time to take this step.  Marjorie Brown 

shared that her late father, Roy Holmes, expressed several times that we should take this step.  

 

The board of directors at their November meeting unanimously passed a motion to proceed with 

the clouding of the deed by taking it to the congregation for a vote.  At the congregational 

meeting on Sunday, December 4, 2022, the congregation also voted unanimously to proceed 

with this process of clouding the deed.  We are now proceeding with the assistance of attorney 

Rodney Gould to complete this process.  The cost will be somewhere between $700 and $900. 

 

If you have questions, please speak to board moderator, Cheryl Grant or Pastor Larry Love. 

 



  

Round About Us 
Our sympathy to Sharon Armus, Austen, 

Lisa, Jacqueline, and Harrison Armus, 

Martha Miller, Travis, Redmond, Vivian, 

and Theodore John Blaschek-Miller, the 

whole Karen Webber family, the whole 

Becky Gordon family, and the whole Kathy 

Wertman family at the death of husband, 

father, grandfather, brother-in-law, uncle, and 

friend, John Armus.  John passed away in 

his sleep in the early morning hours of 

November 20th.  A memorial service 

celebrating his life will be held here at our 

church on Friday, December 16th. 

At the same time we celebrate the birth of 

Abigail Fay Williams to Ryan and Kori 

Williams on Sunday, November 20th.  

Abigail weighed in at 7 lbs. 1 oz. and was 19 

inches long.  She joins big sister, Lucia…and 

she is also the granddaughter of Jim and 

Lori Williams.  (The reason we put these 

first two items of Round About Us together is 

because John Armus was Ryan Williams’ 

God-father, and Jim Williams had known 

John for over 60 years.) 

Patty Short once again organized a Holiday 

Vendor Fair on Friday and Saturday, 

November 25th and 26th in our education 

building.  Patty has done these for several 

years as fundraisers for our camp scholarship 

and mission trip funds…and she has raised a 

lot of money on our behalf…and we are so 

very grateful!  Her daughter, Michelle, and 

grandson, Christian, are among her helpers. 

Our thanks to the twelve persons who showed 

up at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 26th 

to decorate the sanctuary for the Advent and 

Christmas seasons—Sue Tarleton, Pam 

Rubio, Jay Surdell, Katy, Raul Jr, and  

Abel Rangel, Austin Kennedy and his 

girlfriend, Kat, Marjie Echols, Diane 

Frank, Nancy and Larry Love.  The 

sanctuary looks great! 

Congratulations to Jeremiah Braziel who 

completed (on November 14th) all of his 

credits for high school graduation.  Jeremiah 

will graduate from Cache Creek High School 

in June. 

Jeanelyse Doran wrote the Clergy Corner 

article for the Woodland Daily Democrat on 

Saturday, November 12th.  Jeanelyse is a 

regular contributor to the Clergy Corner 

column as is Pastor Larry.  Thank you, 

Jeanelyse. 

Our sympathy to Lon Springer, Beja and 

Evan Springer at the death of Lon’s brother, 

Blair (Robin) Springer. 

Martha Armus, who is Sharon Armus’ 

daughter recently visited Cuba with a 

delegation of some twenty lawmakers from 

the California State Assembly.  Martha even 

got a picture with the president of Cuba, 

Miguel Díaz-Canel.  Martha has some great 

insights about Cuba.  When you see her next, 

ask her about the trip.  Martha’s husband, 

Travis, was also on the trip. 

We give thanks to God that Dale Stiles is 

feeling way better than he has for months.  He 

is breathing easier and has way more 

energy…and able to get out and do things like 

Sunday worship and helping his Masonic 

Lodge do a pancake breakfast. 

Pastor Erin and Pastor Larry led a church 

leaders gathering on Monday, November 28, 

2022.  Larry and Erin prepared a salad bar 

dinner for the group, and after dinner 

together, led a time of Bible charades, and a 

time of reflection on our church’s mission 

statement.  The conversation yielded some 

great insights into the life of our church…and 

generated some great ideas for outreach 

events for our church in the coming year.  

Joining our pastors were Neal and Susie 

Hardman, Linda Tuman, Gloria Dewey, 



Sue Tarleton, Del Zeiger, Cheryl Grant, 

Marjorie Brown, and Jeanelyse Doran. 

On November 20th, our church hosted the 

Woodland Ecumenical and Multi-faith 

Ministries Community Thanksgiving Service.  

Pastor Larry helped plan and lead the 

service. 

We rejoice that Ana Mangandi has found 

housing and a job.  She is doing cleaning and 

helping with two developmentally disabled 

adults in exchange for room and board in a 

local home.  She also gets a small stipend.  

We thank God for this opportunity for Ana 

after she has been homeless for quite some 

time. 

Pastor Larry officiated the wedding for 

Sarah Driver and Zachary Gaines at Mary’s 

Chapel on Saturday, December 10th…which 

was a very wet and windy day, but there was 

a brief respite from the rain for the time when 

the wedding party lined up outside to enter 

the chapel for the service. 

We have been lighting advent candles each 

Sunday morning for the past three weeks.  

Candlelighters were Sue Tarleton and 

Heather Craig (November 27th for the candle 

of Hope), Barb and Isaiah Patterson 

(December 4th for the candle of Peace) and 

Pastor Erin, Chelsea, Erilee, and Evagrae 

Edwards (December 11th for the candle of 

Joy).  Thank you all! 

We hold David and Marjorie Brown in our 

prayers as David begins chemotherapy on 

December 20th. 

A big thank you to Ann Edwards for once 

again organizing the purchase and 

arrangement of the poinsettias to adorn the 

church during Advent and Christmas. 

And once again we thank Lon Springer for 

securing the 300 cans of fruit for the WEMM 

Christmas baskets which will go to families 

living in the East Beamer Way tiny houses 

and other Fourth and Hope facilities…as well 

as to some members of WEMM churches. 

A big thank you to Marjie Echols who 

helped Linda Crispin and Franz Farmer 

secure a new tent after the December 10th 

storm ruined their previous tent. 

Becky Holland traveled to Missouri to spend 

Thanksgiving with her extended family.  She 

was able to be there for about two weeks. 

Barb, Erin and Isaiah Patterson flew to 

Denver to spend a bit of time around 

Thanksgiving with Barb’s father and brother. 

If you have items you would like to include in 

Round About Us, please contact Larry Love at 

662-9356 or via email at 

pastorlarrywcc@sbcglobal.net. 

 

“Preparing the creche for Baby Jesus, we 
once again learn who our Lord is.  He is 
the God of humble meekness, of mercy 

and love, who intervenes always 
respecting our freedom and our choices.” 

                                    Pope Francis 
                                     12/13/2022   

 

HELP NEEDED!! 

As I write this, it is not even 

Christmas, but we have to look 

ahead to get this in the 

Oakleaflet…so…. 

HELP is NEEDED on SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 8th to undecorate the 

sanctuary. We will meet after worship 

and hopefully be done in a short 

time! 

Especially needed are folks who can 

go down to the basement and folks 

who can go on a tall ladder. 

Thanks in advance! 

Sue Tarleton 

mailto:pastorlarrywcc@sbcglobal.net


Thank you, Diane Frank! 

When were decorating the sanctuary for 

Advent we noticed that we did not have a 

tree skirt for the Christmas tree in  the 

sanctuary. Diane went home that day and 

made one!   

Thanks again, Diane! 

 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

2023 Offering Envelopes  will be 

available in the Narthex beginning on 

December 18th. 

If you contribute regularly, you have a 

box. If you do not see one with you name 

on it please contact Lon Springer or Sue 

Tarleton. 

The offering counters appreciate you 

using your envelope so they can be sure 

to credit your name with your offering. 

Hard to believe it is almost 2023! 

 
 

Worship Leader Schedule 
December 18th   Gloria Dewey 

December 25th  Nancy Love 

January 1st  Cathie Wicks 

January 8th Jeanelyse Doran 

January 15th Diana Fallbeck 

January 22nd  Marjie Echols 

January 29th  Ann Edwards 

Story for Children of All Ages 
December 18th  

December 25th Nancy Love 

January 1st  Cathie Wicks 

January 8th  Jeanelyse Doran 

January 15th  Marjorie Browm 

January 22nd  Larry Love 

January 29th   

Flowers 
December 18th  Christmas Decoration 

December 25th  Christmas Decoration 

January 1st   Christmas Decoration 

January 8th   Karen Webber 

January 15th   Susie Hardman 

January 22nd   Nancy Love 

January 29th   Heather Craig 

 

Diaconate 
December 18th Diana Fallbeck 

 AJ Felix 

 Del Zeiger 

December 25th Becky Gordon 

 PJ Gordon 

 Sean Gordon 

January 1st  Ann Edwards 

 Abby Wilmont 

 Katie Wilmont 

January 8th  Robyn Stiles 

 Esther Stiles 

 Dale Stiles 

January 15th  Chris Mancilla 

 Heather Craig 

 Nancy Love 

January 22nd  Diana Fallbeck 

 AJ Felix 

 Barry Matz 

January 29th  Becky Gordon 

 PJ Gordon 

 Sean Gordon 

Pastoral Care Elders 
December 18th  

December 25th  Becky Holland 

January 1st  Beth Erickson 

January 8th  Gloria Dewey 

January 15th  Alice Schoner 

January 22nd  John Chase 

January 29th  Jeanelyse Doran 

 

Building Monitors 
Dec 19-Dec 25 Cheryl Grant 

Dec 26-Jan 1 Becky Gordon 

Jan 2-Jan 8 Cheryl Grant 

Jan 9-Jan 15 Cheryl Grant 

Jan 16-Jan22 Becky Gordon 

Jan 23-Jan 29 Sharon Armus 

 



 

December Birthdays 
1 Francis Hernandez 

3 Ramon Sosa 

  5 Ricardo Rico 

  6 Adam Gordon 

  7 Jack Gordon 

  9 Kristina Reimer 

  Sarah Danielson 

 10 Jeremy Gordon 

  Heather Craig 

  Nancy West 

  Jenny Zeiger 

 12 Joey Christison 

 13 Mica Burch 

 14 Greg Edwards 

  Patty Burch 

 18 Katie Hardman 

 19 Shirley Wilson 

 23 Grace Reimer 

  Redmond Kyle Blaschek-Miller 

 25 Bob Adams 

 27 Raul Rangel Jr. 

  Jeanelyse Doran  

 29 Jeremiah Braziel 

 30 Derek Williams 

 

January Birthdays 
1 Greg Hayakawa 

   5 Zack Aukes 

  Del Zeiger 

   6 Ryan Williams 

   7 Alys Henderson 

  Barbra Sosa 

  Bianca Rico 

 10 Jerrod Sheets 

 11 Sue Holland 

 13 Sharon Armus 

  Karen Webber 

  Lea Hull 
 14 Anne Darby 

  Beth Anne Darby 

  Kathy Aukes 

 15 Shane Holland 

  Ryan Holland 

  Alexa Love 

 16 Gabriel Crawford 

 20 Eleanore Garnett 

  Alhondra Rico 

 21 Cindy Dewey 

  Jaime Gordon 

 23  Marjorie Brown 

 25 Mike Crawford 

 26 Jillian Martin     

 27 Bob Shull 

 29 Jerimiah Braziel 

 30  Jacquelyn Armus 

 

.  

December Anniversaries 
  3 Pete & Kathy Cholewinski 

  Chuck & Amanda Lopez 

 5 Michael & Jennifer Abele 

 30 Dale & Esther Stiles 

 

January Anniversaries 
 8 Richard & Nancy West  

 30 Raul & Katy Rangel 

 

 
Prayer Concerns 

Thanks for: 
The Tuesday Tea with Pastor E. this last 

week.  Some 21 people were present.  

New administrative assistant, Niomi 

Michel, and new bookkeeper, Nancy Van 

Tassel, and temporary new choir director, 

Jay Surdell. 

And for retiring administrative assistant, 

bookkeeper, and choir director, Greg 

Hayakawa. 

Improved health for Dale Stiles. 

 



Prayers of concern for: 

Sharon Armus, Austen Armus, Martha 

Miller, and their whole extend`ed family, 

circle of friends, and church family at the 

death of husband, father, grandfather, and 

dear friend, John Armus. 

David and Marjorie Brown as David as 

he begins chemotherapy for pancreatic 

cancer on December 20th. 

Wanda Freeman recovering from falls.  

Heather Craig’s great nephew, Beau 

Costalez, dealing with an immune system 

dysfunction.  

Megan Shull’s sister’s newborn son, 

Braden, who was born 13 weeks 

premature. 

Those enduring hate crimes in this time 

including especially the Jewish, LGBTQ+, 

and Asian American Pacific Islander 

communities.   

The people of Ukraine and Russia 

suffering from Putin’s war.  Prayers for 

peace. 

All of those who are dealing with the grief 

of losing loved ones and friends in recent 

months and years. 

The growing number of unhoused persons 

in our community and country, including 

Linda Crispin  and Franz Farmer. 

Leigh Dieckmann, eye disorder and 

severe chronic pain. 

Prayers for the healing of our country in 

this deeply divided time. 

Ongoing prayers for:  
Patty Short-Lyster, Jim Stockton, Joyce 

Henning,  

Jim Craig, Katharine (Patty Overfield’s 

mother),  

Alberta and Phil Bradley, Red and 

Curtis Shockley, Mike Lyster (Michelle 

McKinney’s father) 

 

 

Let’s remember to pray and ask God’s blessings on our members and friends. 

December 20 January 3 January 17 
Jeanne Vaughn  

Iris Velazquez 

Sue & Dennis Schiermeyer 

Samantha Walker  

Judy & Mike Wall 

DeLois & Bill Watkins 

 

Cathie Wicks 

Evan & Hillary Williams 

Jim & Lori Williams 

Ryan Williams 

Jason & Katie Wilmot  

Drew & Erin Wilson 

 

Michael & Jennifer Abele  

Phil & Debbie Abele 

Bob Adams 

Nicole Anderson 

Austen & Lisa Armus 

Sharon Armus 

 

December 27 January 10 January 24 
Karen Walker 

Michael Webber 

Shorty & Kathy Wertman 

Daniel West  

Nancy & Richard West 

Andrea & Carson Whitehead 

 

James & Christine Wilson 

Steven & Brenda Small Wong 

Tim Young 

Del Zeiger 

Jen Zeiger 

Chuck Zimmer 

 

David & Kathy Aukes 

Donna Aukes 

Margaret Baht 

Doug & Tracia Barbieri 

Travis & Martha  

Blaschek-Miller 

Don & Kim Bolivar 

 



 

Christmas Poinsettias 
The star-leafed pattern of the Poinsettia is said to symbolize the Star of Bethlehem and the red 

color represents the blood sacrifice of Jesus’s crucifixion.  Please take time to reflect on this 

meaning. This year we have 32 Poinsettias adorning our altar. The green Poinsettia is in memory 

of those whom we’ve lost this past year. The red Poinsettias displayed were place in memory of 

family and friends past and present.   MERRY CHRISTMAS 

   From: In Honor/Memory of: 

Lea & Noah Hull  Jim, Chris, Julie & Marian Hull 

Dale & Esther Stiles  Stiles Family 

 Edie Van Zee 

Lon Springer Lois Springer 

Heather Craig Augus & Shirley Craig 

Sue Tarleton Judith Jones 

 Becky Robinson 

Gloria Dewey John Dewey 

 Cliff & Norma Garrison 

 Doug Garrison 

Donna Aukes Harvey Aukes 

Nancy West & Donna Aukes Ardeen Russell Quin 

Bill & Jan Powell Family 

Ann Edwards Delane Edwards 

 Steve Martin 

 Jim Imbach 

Gabriel Strong Sheldon Strong 

 Renate Maynard 

 Friends lost this year 

Cathie Wicks Marge Hansen 

Larry Love  Ellis & Gloria Martin 

 Elmo & Gloria Martin 

Judy Mehrens John Mehrens 

 

 



From: In Honor/Memory of: 

Margie Echols Rev. K Dean Echols 

 Betty Echols Wegner 

 James Echols 

Lynn & Ann Vanderlaan Drewis & Pearl Vanderlaan 

 Eithel Reed 

 Caroline Bennett  

Alice Schooner Loved Ones 

Neil & Susie Hardman Melvin & Hazel Hardman 

 Bob & Beth Downing 

Del Zeiger Pam Zeiger 

Barb Patterson Marian Scheu Ulrich 

Wicks-Wilmot Family Kegan Boren 

 Tom Wicks 

Brenda Small  Eddie Burns  

Sharon Armus Pat & Katy Redmond 

 Joanna Nell Armus 

Sharon, Austen Armus & Family  

& Martha Miller & Family John Armus 

 

Thank You From 4th and Hope 

 

 



 

Giving Online through Givelify 
Online Donation to Woodland Christian Church is now available 

Go to the church’s website (www.christianchurchofwoodland.com), scroll down to the online 

giving section…and you will find these simple instructions: 

Click the Givelify button.  (Givelify is a business that has created this online giving app which is 

used by some 35,000 churches in the United States.  It was recommended by Rev. Bruce 

Barkhauer of the Disciples of Christ Center for Faith and Giving.) 

Making Your First Donation 

• Select the amount you would like to donate, or tap Other to enter a different amount. 

• Select a donation envelope, that is, “tithe” or “offering” for the General Fund or “Other” if 

you are giving to Memorial or some other church fund. 

• Tap Give Now. 

Create Your Giving Account 

To complete your first donation, you will need to create an account. Follow these steps: 

• On the popup, tap Sign Up. 

• Choose Sign-in with Facebook or Sign Me Up by E-Mail. 

• Signing up by e-mail: 

➢ Enter your name, e-mail address, and password into the spaces provided. 

➢ Tap the green Sign Me Up button. 

➢ An e-mail will be sent to the address you provided with an activation link.  

To activate your account, click the link in the e-mail.                                                                                            

**Note: You can complete your first donation before clicking the activation link. 

➢ In the app, tap Continue. 

• Completing Your First Donation.   

Now that you have created an account, you will be able to complete your donation.  Follow 

these steps: 

➢ Tap the green Give Now button. 

➢ When prompted with a reminder about your activation e-mail, tap Cancel. 

➢ Securely enter your payment information in the spaces provided. 

➢ Complete your donation. 

Future Donations Will Be a Breeze 

Now that you have completed your first donation using Givelify, future giving will be a piece of 

cake. You will be able to give in just three taps, with no prompts to create an account or enter 

payment information.   

 

 

http://www.christianchurchofwoodland.com/
https://www.givelify.com/donate/christian-church-of-woodland-woodland-ca-2j7wy5NjM2MDE=/donation/amount




 


